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‘titions of the People, the People have now no imali Caufe 
of Triumph, that their Petitions have been able, effetually, 
‘to refift and defeat the Determination of the Minifter ;. their Pe- 
‘titions, I fay, for although I am willing to allow the-Merit of 
‘that Majority which has refolved it to be **ruz Duty of :the 
‘Houfe of Commons to provide, as far as may be, an immediate 
_and effetual Redrefs of the Abufes complained of in them,” yet I 
ptofefs myfelf to believe that this Refolution, fo abfolutely irrecon- 
_cileable with the five Years Delinquency of our ‘Reprefentatives, 
has proceeded much more from a Senfe of an patina: « General 
Eletion, than from any confcientious Senfe-of the-Duty it acknow- 
ledges. The Inference I would. draw from this Opinion is, that: the 
frequent Return of Elections is the only-Ground of Reliance upon 
the Houfe of Commons, and confequently-that it is the Part of the 
People to ule every legal and conftitutional Means to recover their 
antient Right, ‘the frequent Return of Eletions. 

So early as the fecond Year of ‘Edward the -Firft, we have an 
Acknowledgement from the King himfelf, that ** Parliaments were 
accuftomed ‘to be holden every Year in England,” and alfo a Pro-. 
mife, that “*a certain Bufinefs which the Diffolution of a tormer 
Parliament had rendered impoffible for them to tranfaét, fhould be 
-recommended to another Parliament, which .it was his Intention 
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foon to call * ;” as the King offered this Reafon in Excufe for an 
Omiffion with which he had been particularly charged, he would 
hardly have pleaded the Diffolution of the Parliament, ifthe Act of 
diffolving it had been his own; from'this: remarkable Record, there~ 
fore, we may reafonably infer; firft, that Parliaments had, from 
immemorial Time, been called every Year; and fecondly, that the 
Term ofa fingle Yearbroughtthenrto their:mzturat Diffotution: 

i this Périod ‘till the latter End of RicHatd the" Seéond’s 
Reign, we find this Cuffom of calling annual Parliaments not only 
obferved in Practice, but ftrengthened, as it were, by frequent 
written Laws, by dne of: whiclt it is etiacted, ‘that: ** Parliaments 
fhall be holden every Year once, and more often if Need be+\” 
But Richard having, by corrupting the Returning Odficers, procured 
a Parliament fuited to his arbitrary Purpotes, and being confe- 
quently fearful that, on their Diffolution, he might never obtain fuch 
another, but once more’cotne under thé Cotto! which had here- 
tofore reftrained his tyrannical tftorts, devifed the modern Practice 
of Prorogation ; “he tits ier the Reprefentative Body of the Nation: 
free from the Cammands of their Contiituents, and-rendering them 
by actual Bribes dependent on his own Will, at length obtained 
from them-a~Deputation of- the Legiflative Power to himfelf and 
eighteen Cominiffioners of his Appointment. Such were the 
Fruits of the firftdIntringement of the People’s Right of frequently: 
appoihtifigtheir Reprefentatives:. The Nation groaned for 2 while 
‘bentath accumulated Oppretiions, and at length the miterable Mo- 
narch,: as: a Conféquence’ of having inflisted them, exhibited a 
dteadful' Exainple that, “* in a'Government like that of England, all: 
the King’s Endéayours ‘to ufurp an arbitrary Power, are but fo many 
Steps to his Deftruétion}.” He did not at once attempt to difcon- 
tihue Parliarhents; He perceived thai’ they might be rendered in- 
ftrumental to! his’ Purpofes, if he could only make them Parties to 
his Defign: To this End, therefore, he found it neceflary to length- 
en their Duration; and, having thus eftablithed an unconttitutional 
Inthuente, obtaiféd from a: wvenal Houfe of Commons a Sanction 
for every Species of Extravagance, however prejudicial to the 
Kingdom, and even a formal Alienation of the Power deputed by 
thé People to them. But this was not theirs:to give; the People 
accordingly refumed it from: thofe to whom it had been thus illegal- 
ly transferred ; they underftood, they valued their Rights, and they 
afferted them;, but. in the Refumption, the Fate of the unhappy 
Monarch hinrfelf was involved: He had tranfgreffed thofe Limits 
which the Conftitution had prefcribed to the Crown; he had gar- 
bled and corrupted the natural Guardians of the People’s Immuni- 
ties, and -he now accordingly fell a jult Sacrifice to the Liberties 
which he had thus invaded with the Hands of Traitors. 

And 


* Petyt’s Jus Parliamentarium. + 4.and 36 Edward HI, 4 ‘Rapin. 
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And‘here-we' find, that one: principal Source of: that:long Series: 
of Troubles which afterwards overwhelmed ‘this! Country; -was‘ae= 
tually no other than the lengthening: the Duration cf: Parliament; 


and’ thus rendering the legiflative: a corruptible ‘Body,.. and fabfér-> | 


vient to the executive Power. So: long:as*Parliament:remained: li+ 
mitéd to the’ Time’ prefcribed by Cuftom and Statute, though:the 
King would not in Compliance with their: Defires retrench: theyi:x>) 
.pences of his oftentatious Houtehold, <* nor,: to pleate them, tim 
out even the meaneft Scullion in his Kitchen*,” yet ftubi they 
were able im: fome Degree to withhold the Purfe of the Nation fron» 
his improvident Rapine: But-when at length illicit Powets: refulted 
from’ unconttitutional Influence, and the: opprefiive Exercifé; of 
.thefe Powers had become intolerable’ to the People, the »naturak 
Confequence refulted: The Nation’ uncertook:their' own Redrefs, 
put! having deferred this falutary Work too long,: the Difeafe had 
rendered a Medicine neceffary, which: I befeech God: to: defend: us 
» from:the Necefflity of ever adminiftering: again. 3 | gadve 
Henceforward Parliaments were’ called annually, with very: little 
Exception, till the Reign of Henry VIII. who,.by. keeping: thevAt- 
tention of the Kingdom entirely fixed: on the Affairs:of the Churchy 
was able;.in'a Manner, .to center‘in himfelf the whole Authority 
of the State: For by the A@ of  a:Parliament: which: terminated 
only with’his Life, ** the fame Obedience was required to. the Pro+ 
clamations of the King as to the Statutes of the Realm+-.” «Thus 
a fecond Effort was made by the Affiftance of a Parliament, whofe 
Period was extended beyond the Term preferibed by Law, to’ alie- 
«nate the Legiflative Power of the People: Butin a fubfequent Reign 
their Demarids were attended to, and an Act repealed, on which even 
the Tyrant who obtained it feems to have placed no great Reliance. 
For though (if valid) it had rendered the other Branches of the Le- 
giflature abfolutely fuperfluous, he did not yet think fit to lay afide 
the Ufe‘of Parliaments. And why? If not for the Reafon: I have 
already affigned, it muft have been becaufé he faw that a:Parlia- 
ment, under an unconttitutional Influence, is‘ fo far from being the 
Guard of the People, that it is, of all others, the moft ferviceable 
Inftrument and Engine of Tyranny. And this I fhould’ take to be 
the réal’Ground of an Action that-is otherwife inconfiftent with: the 
reft of his Conduét, becaufe on this Principle, and on-this alone we 
can account for the uniform Attachment of that arbitrary and 
violent Prince to the Forms of a Parliamentary Government. 
In the fucceeding Reigns, thefe Enchroachments were confidered 
in the Light of Prefcription, and Parliaments now were’ not only 


continued by frequent Prorogations, but a farther Infringement. 


of the antient Ufage was introduced, and they were frequently 


intermitted. This alfo ftole imperceptibly into a Habit; the un- 
T 2 ‘bounded 


* The very Words of the King, Richard If, See Rapin. 
+ Stat. 35 Henry Vill, 
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bounded Confidence which the Nation repofed in the Capacity and 
good Intentions of Elizabeth, rendered them indifferent to the par- 
ticular Manner in which the conferred fo many Bleffings as they 
daily received from her happy Government. -Her Condué of the 
Finances kept the Exchequer always rich and as one of the Oc- 
cafions for calling Parliaments was ufually to grant Supplies to the 
Crown, the People might poffibly behold a long Interval, not only 
‘without Jealoufy, but even with Satisfaction. But hence we may 
perceive the Danger of an evil Precedent: The Stuart Line fuc- 
ceeded to her, and, without a fingle Plea of Merit, endeavoured to 
exact as a Right, what had been permitted to the Queen merely as.a 
Confequence of her happy Adminiftration. Parliaments were there- 
fore intermitted under their Sovereignty; but as Money had never 
been raifed without the Graat having been made by Parliament, 
even this additional Violence they offered to the People. James the 
Firft, it is true, did little more than talk about Extortion; but 
what he projected his lefs-prudent:Son carried into Execution: He 
abrogated the Ufe of Parliaments, :declared ‘* them altogether in his 
Power for their Calling, Sitting, and Diffolution,” and.accordingly 
exercifing this imaginery’ Authority, declined to call a Parliament, 
and, without the Confent-or Gift of the Nation, iffued out his own 
Writs to levy Contributions.from the People. .Difcontent became 
univerfal, and-rendered it neceflary for him, after an Intermiffion 
of eleven Years,-to call his People together.” He did-fo, and accord- 
inglyone of the:firft Acts which they pafied, was a Law by which 
at isdeclared, that «if there be an Intermiffion of- the Sitting of Par- 
diament for-three Years.together, if.there is a‘Parliament in being, 
that Parliament fhall be diffolved*” (by which a conditional .Limi- 
tation of the Duration of Parliaments was fecured); and alfo ** that in 
Cafe the King did not.call a Parliament within three Years after the 
‘Determination of the preceding Parliament, then the Lord Chan- 
cellor fhould iffue Writs for that Purpofe” (by which the-frequent 
Calling and Meeting cf Parliaments was reftored). But with this 
Power they did:not. however.chafe,to truft a King who had already 
fo often deceived the People; for in a-little Time atter they fecured a 
Parliament.to the Nation with a Vengeance, and, making their Dif- 
folution depend only on: their own Confent, continued to fit till 
the violent Meafures of this.Jong Parliament compleatly and -fun- 
damentally fubverted our once-happy Conititution. 

After the Reftoration. of: King Charles. the Second, -the Triennial 
Law, juft now recited, was repealed, as-encroaching on the Prero- 
gative, and in.its Place was fubftituted a Law by which it is de- 
clared, ‘*that Parliaments fhall not be intermitted above three 
Years at the moft-+.” But what was now the Confequence? though 
long Intervals were: refcinded, long Parliaments were reftored, or 
at leaft were delivered from the Reftraint of that Law which had 


.been 
* 16 Charles I. ‘+ 16 Charles.II. 
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been juft now abrogated; and accordingly, for a Space not much 
lefs than eighteen Years, the People were reprefented by a Body of 
Men who, from their iniquitous Traffick with the Court, ob- 
tained, by Way of Eminence, the infamous Title of the Penfoner 
Parliament. 
Such was the State of our Laws, relative to the Duration of Par- 
liaments, atthe Time when William III. afcended the Throne, 
Though the Intervals, which had been lately enlarged, were now 
again fhortened, the Parliaments themfelves were not. Their Place 
in the Legiflature, but not their Frequency and confequent Ex- 
emption trom Influence, was enfured. But as the Bill of Rights had 
declared toat ‘* Parliaments ought to be held frequently,” and even 
claimed frequent Parliaments as the ‘ undoubted Right” of the 
Nation, a Bill was accordingly formed a few Years after for their 
Limitation tothe Term of ‘‘ three Years at the fartheft:” This 
at firft failed to obtain the Royal Affent, but was afterwards carried 
into a Law *, which, though it was certainly calculated to remove 
the Innovations upon our antient Conftitution, was even then obje@t- 
ed to as infufhcient to its End, ‘** becaufe it tended to a Continuance 
of Parliament longer than was agreeable to the Conftitution of 
England.” 
It, after all the Encroachments of Time upon the original Ufage 
cf holding annual Parliaments, and the Statute of Edward III. by 
which they were confirmed to the Kingdom, a Limitation to fo 
fhort a Term could excite a fingle Jealoufy in Behalf of the Confti- 
tution, what muft have been the Sentiments of the Nation on feeing 
this Term again extended to the prefent tedious Length of feven 
Years +? But Reafons of State fubfilted to juftity the Meafure when 
carried originally into Execution. Let us admit the Fact; but do 
they now fubfift? and if not, why fhould we any longer fubmit 
to a moft unconttitational and, though it has obtained the Sanétion 
of the Legiflature, a moft illegal Infringement of our juft Rights? 
We have, I am fure, confined our Demands, perhaps, within too 
narrow Limits, when we feek only to fherten the Duration of Par- 
liaments to the Term of three Years; for from the State which I 
have here fet before the Public, I do not perceive that the original 
Limitation to a fingle Year has, in any Inftance, been abrogated. A 
Declaration that Parliaments fhall not continue beyond the Term 
ot three Years, does not require that they fhall continue curing the 
whole of that Time; and if the Statute of Edward HI. has never 
‘been repealed, which it certainly never has been, it remains at this 
Day in Force, and contracts to one Year only the Space with 
avhich we have declared a Difpofition to reft contented. If this 
therefore be denied to our modeft Prayers, we may fairly conclude, 
that we have “a Miniftry which has Need of a Parliament to fcreen 
them from the juft neenenee of the People, and which {eeing 
X the 


* 6 William and Mary, C. 2. t 1 George I. 
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the greater Eafe of corrupting a long than a fhort-lived Houfe of 
Commons, have, for this Keaton, refolved to continue the Duration 
of Parliaments for their own Security.” And in Confequence of this 
Denial, .we may proceed to demand the. due Execution of that Con- 
ftitutional Law, by which we are entitled to the annual Election of 
our Reprefentatives. 

The Courfe of this little Parliamentary Hiftory has rendered the 
comparative Merits of long and {hort Parliaments very obvious, and 
therefore it not only lays open the Rights of the People, but may 
ferve to point out the Advantages of exercifing them in the frequent 
Election of thofe to whom they depute their Legiflative Power. At 
prefent we poffefs an Influence which, if not now exerted, we 
never perhaps may poflefs again. Jt undoubtedly is of fome Im- 

ortance that the Houfe of Commons has declared our Rights; 
the Declaration is a certain Teftimony againft an Adminiftration 
that wifhed to betray them, and intimidate us from their Vindica- 
tion. It is of fome Importance that the Houfe of Commons has 
declared its own Duty to the Body -of its Conftituents ; but it yet 
remains that the Houfe of Commons thal] difcharge that Duty. 
‘Our Adtivity has preduced the Declaration, our Perfeverance 
muft produce the Difcharge. There is a violent and fudden 
Alteration in their Mode of proceeding now, but let us not 
therefore, upon aChange in their Condué, admit the f{malleft 
Change in our own, nor fuffer ourfelves to be deceived by Appear- 
ances, however favourable to our Hopes. A General Election, I 
once more repeat it, is at Hand. What is done, is confequently 
done under the momentary Influence of the People: Remit not, 
therefore, your Vigilance, .but rather increafe it; for in thefe Eye- 
Servants of the Public a momentary Neglect will moft certainly 
produce a Relapfe to their former Practices. Urge inftantly your 
Demands which they now ,protefs a Readinefs to comply with, and 
while they are in:the Humour, let them be called on to give you 
Security-for their future Behaviour, and once more to limit Parlia- 
ments to a Term not exceeding three Years at the fartheft; and, 
by increafing the Number of County Members, to eftablifh a great- 
er Equality in the Reprefentation of the People. On what has 
been done I heartily congratulate my Countrymen, but am very 
defirous of feeing the good Effects that are to follow; thefe mutt 
depend upon ourfelves. If :the:feeming Converfion of our Repre- 
fentatives be allowed to lull us into a‘fecure Dependence on their 
.difinterefted Integrity, the Welfare of :this:Country ftands in far 
greater Danger from their partial Compliance with our Demands, 
than at.the worft we have ever had Reafon:to apprehend from the 
‘boldeft Threats of Minifterial Refittance. U 

















